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News Briefs
Blood Drive 

A blood drive with Mississippi Blood Services will
be held  at the base services complex  from 9 a.m. to
4 p.m. today. For more information or questions, call
Capt. Daryl White at Ext. 2123.

Vehicle inspection stickers
Mississippi vehicle inspection stickers are required

for driving in Mississippi. Five-dollar inspections are
available at the base auto hobby shop. To locate other
inspection stations, it is suggested to contact different
auto mechanic shops, car dealers and area tire stores.
For more information or questions, call the Motor
Vehicle Inspection Office at (601) 987-1251.

Enlisted EZ Day
The Columbus AFB Tax Center will sponsor an

"Enlisted EZ Day" from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. Jan. 28.  Free
movies and snacks will be available while filing for
returns.  Transportation will be provided from the
enlisted dorms to the Tax Center between the hours of
operation.  Anyone wanting to attend must e-mail the
center at appointments@columbusvita .com.  For more
information, call Ext. 7613.

Information Awareness Training
All Columbus AFB network users must complete

the 2006 Information Awareness training by March 1.
Computer users may access the training by going to
https://columbusweb/ and clicking on the 2006
Information Awareness Training link.

Inside

FEATURE     8
SUPT Class 06-04
graduates at 10 a.m. 
at the Columbus
Club.

Tech. Sgt.
Jessica Ethridge
arrived at the
Golden Triangle
Regional Airport
Jan. 13 after her
four month vol-
unteer deploy-
ment to Iraq.
Sergeant
Ethridge was
welcomed
home by a
group of family
and friends and
a poster from
14th Flying
Training Wing
commander,
Col. Stephen
Wilson.

No place like home

2nd Lt. Rachel Sherburne
1st Fighter Wing 

LANGLEY AFB, Va. -- The 1st
Fighter Wing hosted a ceremony
Friday to celebrate Initial Operational
Capability for the F-22A Raptor. 

The event comes after the 27th
Fighter Squadron was officially
declared IOC on Dec. 15 by Gen.
Ronald E. Keys, commander of Air
Combat Command.

The 27th FS, the oldest fighter
squadron in the Air Force, is now the
first operational squadron to fly the

newest fighter aircraft in the Air Force
inventory.

“This next generation fighter can
now be employed by combatant com-
manders and the National Command
Authority for various missions both at
home and in other areas of responsi-
bility,” said Brig. Gen. Burton Field,
1st Fighter Wing commander.

Guest speaker for the event was
Gen. John Corley, Air Force vice chief
of staff. Dr. James Roche, former Air
Force secretary, and Gen. (ret.) John
Jumper, former Air Force chief of staff
were also in attendance.

“I can’t thank each of you enough;
you all played a critical role,” General
Corley said. “Your children and chil-
dren's children will reap the benefits of
the technology (of this aircraft).”

General Field praised the coopera-
tive efforts of the many people it took
to see the F-22A reach this milestone.

“This aircraft, and more importantly,
the people who have brought it to the
realm of operational flying, deserve to
celebrate and be celebrated,” General
Field said.

There are currently 19 F-22A
Raptors stationed at Langley.

1st FW celebrates IOC on F-22A
Rick Johnson

Aircraft          Required            Flown                Annual  
T-37 1373        1189 8652
T-38C 598       584 3748
T-1A 616        608 3759

WING SORTIE BOARD

CCOLUMBUSOLUMBUS AFB TAFB TRAININGRAINING TTIMELINEIMELINE

Senior                Squadron            
Squadron                      Class                      Overall                  Track  Select
37th (06-13)       9.78 days 1.51 days            Feb. 9 
41st (06-12)        0.81 days 0.37 days          March 8

PHASE II PHASE III
Senior                    Squadron        

Squadron                      Class                        Overall                Graduation
48th (06-04)        0.00 days         2.12 days           Today  
50th (06-04)        2.00 days         1.14 days           Today

Graduation speaker: Col. Dale Shoupe, Air War College vice-commandant
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Tech. Sgt. Mike Hammond
380th Air Expeditionary Wing

SOUTHWEST ASIA -- In his “day
job,” among many other things, Capt.
James Parker brings entertainment
“home” for those deployed to this desert
air base. 

At the end of many a duty day, the
captain can be found out in the middle
of a sandy expanse, practicing to bring
something else home for his country --
an Olympic gold medal. 

As the 380th Expeditionary Services
Squadron deputy commander, Captain
Parker’s job affects nearly every ser-
vicemember serving the wing. He plans
and coordinates USO Tours, while also
overseeing food, lodging, library, recre-
ation and fitness operations. While
work certainly keeps him busy, he
spends much of his off-duty time train-
ing to return to the world stage and
compete there one last time. 

Captain Parker was named 2004 Air
Force Athlete of the Year after being
selected to represent the United States
in the 2004 Olympic Games in the ham-
mer throw. 

While he did not receive a medal for
his efforts last time, he focuses daily on
giving it his best shot in the 2008
Olympic Games. He trains constantly
for his chance to relive the moving
experience he had last year. 

“When I walked out into the Olympic

stadium and had all the Americans wav-
ing flags and cheering for me before I
even competed ... I felt more over-
whelmed at that moment than at any
other time in my athletic career,”
Captain Parker said. “The noise level
was so loud the sound waves actually
felt like they moved me.”

In this deployed environment, the
captain finds himself unwinding during
his down time by practicing for that
return to the spotlight. Never mind
that, for many people, his idea of
“unwinding” would be considered more
work than fun. 

He swings a 16- to 20-pound steel
ball at the end of a wire so fast it disap-
pears in a blur before releasing it into
the air at precisely the right moment
and angle to maximize the flight dis-
tance. After the throw lands, he walks
out to retrieve it and starts the process
over again. 

The 30-year-old captain realizes that
since his sport is only featured every
four years, the 2008 games will likely be
his final chance to compete at that level
-- a fact that motivates him to try his
best. 

“I can say that my drive is to finish
strong this time. I have yet to enjoy
great success at the world level, so I’m
shooting for that mark. I plan to make
the USA and the Air Force proud when
I serve as an athlete in the 2008
Olympic Games.”

Deployed captain trains to bring home the gold

Tech. Sgt. Mike Hammond
Capt. James Parker goes into a spin while practicing the hammer throw at adesert
air base. Captain Parker is in charge of activities ranging from the operation of the
dining facility to bringing Armed Forces Entertainment opportunities to deployed
troops. He is deployed from Davis-Monthan AFB, Ariz.

Civilian Casey
Johnson fol-
lows the lead
of step instruc-
tor Cindy Adair
during the step
class held at
the base fitness
center. Various
classes are
held between
9 a.m. and 6
p.m. Monday
through Friday.
For more infor-
mation on  fit-
ness classes, or
for a copy of a
schedule, call
Ext. 2772.

High steppin’ Intramural Basketball
standings as of 

Jan. 19
1st 14th Mission Support Squadron, 8-0
2nd 48 Flying Training Squadron, 6-2
3rd 14th Security Forces Squadron, 5-3
4th 14th Operations Support Squadron, 4-3
5th 41st Flying Training Squadron, 3-4
6th 50th Flying Training Squadron, 3-4
7th 14th Medical Group, 3-4
8th 14th Civil Engineering Squadron, 1-6
9th 14th Comptroller Squadron, 0-7

The top six teams will compete in double elimination
championship games on .Jan. 24, Jan. 26 and Feb. 2 at
5 p.m., 6:45 p.m. and 7:30 p.m at the fitness center. 
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Editorial Staff
Col. Stephen Wilson

14th Flying Training Wing
Commander

Mr. Rick Johnson
Public Affairs Chief

Tech. Sgt. Keith Houin
NCOIC

Airman Alyssa Wallace
Editor

Submission Deadline
The deadline for submitting copy for next
week’s SILVER WINGS is noon Monday.
Articles may be dropped off at the public

affairs office or e-mailed. 

Published by the Commercial Dispatch Publishing
Company, Inc., a private firm in no way connected with
the U.S. Air Force, under exclusive written contract with
the 14th Flying Training Wing. 

This commercial enterprise Air Force newspaper is an
authorized publication for members of the U.S. military
services. 

Contents of the  SILVER WINGS are not necessar-
ily the official views of, or endorsed by, the U.S. govern-
ment, the Department of Defense or the Department of
the Air Force.

The appearance of advertising in this publication
does not constitute endorsement by the DOD, the
Department of the Air Force or Service Publications,
Inc., of the products or services advertised. 

Everything advertised in this publication shall be
made available for purchase, use or patronage without
regard to race, color, religion, sex, national origin, age,
marital status, physical handicap, political affiliation or
any other non-merit factor of the purchaser, user or
patron.

Editorial content is edited, prepared and provided by
the 14th Flying Training Wing Public Affairs Office of
Columbus AFB, Miss. 

The  SILVER WINGS staff reserves the right to
edit or rewrite all copy submitted when necessary. All
photos are U.S. Air Force photos unless otherwise stated.

Submit all advertising to the Columbus, Miss.,
Commercial Dispatch advertising department one week
prior to desired publication date. The advertising
department can be reached at (662) 328-2427.

14TH FlYINg TRAININg

WINg DeploYeD
As of press time, 65 BLAZE TEAM

members are deployed worldwide. 
Remember to support the troops

and their families while
they are away.

SSTARTAR
BBLAZERLAZER

The 14th Flying Training Wing  thanks
Mr. Grimm for his efforts as the

Logistics Division’s Safety manager.
His exceptional performance earned

him the 14th FTW commander’s
Ground Sagety Individual Award.

Steven Grimm
14th Mission Support

Group

1st Lieutenant Brian Caruthers
14th Medical Operations Squadron

The 14th  Medical Group is scheduled to implement The
Armed Forces Health Longitudinal Technology
Application in late February.

AFHLTA is a complete Computer-based Patient Record
that will help prevent illegible documents, inaccurate or
missing content; poor format and difficulty accessing to
retrieving data.  

A full automobile maintenance history is available with a
few strokes of a computer keyboard and tax returns are
filed on the Web and stored centrally, said 1st Lt. Brian
Caruthers, group practice manager at the 14th MDOS. Yet,
Military Health System medical records are still a hodge-
podge of paper forms and reports thrown together in a
folder and carted manually from location to location, he
added.  

The  need for a MHSCPR stemmed of problems revealed
during Persian Gulf War illness investigations. Non-stan-
dardized and incomplete medical records significantly hin-
dered the Department of Defense from screening medical
information. Prompted by a mandate from former president
Bill Clinton for a comprehensive, life-long medical record,
the DOD quickly realized the importance of capitalizing on
computer technology as a solution.  

AHLTA offers both direct and indirect advantages for
patients. The most obvious advantage is record accessibili-
ty to all providers involved in a patient's care at any clinic
that uses AHLTA. Record entries are legible and automati-
cally logged with the date, time and name of the person
who wrote the note. Special alerts notify the provider of

any drug allergies, critical laboratory results or medication
incompatibilities. Wellness reminders, specific to age and
gender, inform health staff when screening exams are due.  

An understandable concern is the confidentiality and
security of medical records. Only authorized health person-
nel with a proper user ID and password may view records.
Unlike paper records, the type of information the viewer
sees is further restricted to a role-based "need to know."
Security measures are in compliance with national guide-
lines specific to electronic patient records, such as the
Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act.  

Paper records will not simply disappear.  Currently, they
are the only place where past medical history is located.  

Over time, as the clinical data repository is populated
with medical information, reliance on paper records will
decrease, Lieutenant Caruthers said.

Implementing a computer system as sophisticated as
AHLTA is not easy; the learning curve for health providers
is steep.  Consequently, the 14th MDG needs the help of its
patients. In order to allow time for the staff to gain profi-
ciency on the system, appointment schedules will be adjust-
ed.   No acute need will go unmet, but access to routine and
wellness appointments may take a little longer during the
transition to AHLTA in February and March. 

During AHLTA implementation, patients may notice
another person in the exam room with them and their doc-
tor. This person is teaching the system health care
providers and is credentialed. Patients who feel uncomfort-
able for any reason with the trainer in the room can imme-
diately inform any member of their PCM team. For more
information about AHLTA, contact Lieutenant Caruthers at
434-2139. 

14 MDG to implement military health
technology application in February

There is only one day of activities left before the
end of Dorm World 3. A barbecue will be held at

the base pavilion at noon Saturday. After the barbecue, participants will meet at
the base paintball course on East Perimeter Road for team challenges. Time of
play is scheduled for       2 p.m. All dorm residents are encouraged to participate.
For more information, call Master Sgt. Andrea Sanders at Ext. 2391. 

Dorm World 3
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Daily historic home tours: The public is invited to
drop by or call the Mississippi Welcome Center or
Columbus Historic Foundation for schedules of historic
homes open for tours. For admission or more information,
call (800) 920-3533. 

Community Volunteer Center: People in search of
volunteer opportunities can contact the Community
Volunteer Center at 327-0807, or visit the office at 501
Seventh St. North, Suite 5, in the Plaza Building.

Computer classes: Lowndes County School District
offers free computer classes to adults of all ages, after-
school tutoring and drug awareness workshops. For more
information, call 329-7509.

Exchange Club: The Exchange Club of Columbus
meets at noon Thursdays at the Columbus Country Club.
The organization is a community service group dedicated
to programs and projects that aid in the prevention of
child abuse. For more information, e-mail exchange
clubofcolubusms@yahoo.com.

Double Exposure Exhibit: A free exhibit of award-
winning photography from Alabama will be presented by
the Arts and Humanities Council of Tuscaloosa County
in the Bama Theatre’s Junior League Gallery Sunday

through Feb. 24 in Tuscaloosa, Ala. For more informa-
tion, call (205) 758-5195.

Leukemia and Lymphoma Society: The Mississippi
Chapter of the Leukemia and Lymphoma Society will hold
a Team In Training meeting at the Baptist Hospital
Outpatient Pavilion, Conference Room 3, at 6:30 p.m.
Tuesday.  For more information, call, (601) 956-7447.

Circus: The Ringling Bros. and Barnum & Bailey
Circus will be in Birmingham Ala., from Wednesday to
Jan. 29. For more information, call (205) 458-8401.

Spirit of Women Getaway: The North Mississippi
Medical Center’s Second  Spirit of Women Getaway is at
the BancorpSouth Center in Tupelo, Miss., from 8 a.m. to
5 p.m. Jan. 28. Activities include a cooking demonstration
by Southern Living, as well as health education, speciali-
ty shopping, free manicures, a fashion show, massages and
makeovers. For more information, call (662) 377-4099 or
(800) 843-3375.  

Ring World: The public is invited to join the Cassini-
Huygens mission to planet Saturn and its moons at the
Robert R. Meyer Planetarium Jan. 28. Cost is $2 for
adults and $1 for children. For more information, call
(205) 226-4771.

Eleventh Moon story telling: Talented storytellers
tell stories of long of ago at an event held in a replica of
a Natchez Indians 1700s village  Jan. 28. For more infor-
mation, call (601) 446-6502.

Concert: The Mississippi Symphony will have a con-
cert at Mississippi University for Women at 7 p.m.
Jan. 28.

Helen Keller student art show: This event will be
held at the Birmingham Civil Rights Institute beginning
Jan. 29. The event will display the journey through the
Civil Rights Movement of the 1960s on to the human
rights and struggles of today. For more information, visit
www.bcri.org or call (205) 328-9696.

Chinese New Year celebration: This free event will be
presented by the the Children’s Hands-on Museum in
Tuscaloosa, Ala., Jan. 30. For more information, call (205)
349-4235.

Science Fair: Hunt Intermediate School’s science fair
will be held on Jan. 31 in the school’s gymnasium. For
more information, call 241-7160.

For more event listings, visit www.columbusms.org.
or www.tupelo.net.

BARGAIN LINE

Bargain Line advertisement
The Bargain Line is free for all military members (including guard and reserve members), DOD civilians, military retirees, family mem-
bers and contract employees.
Bargain Line advertisements must be turned in to the Silver Wings office in the 14th Flying Training Wing headquarters building by
noon Monday to be included in the following week's issue. Late ads will be held over for the next issue.
Reruns must be phoned in to the Silver Wings office, 434-7068, by noon Monday for inclusion in the next week's issue. Please do not
re-submit ads for rerun on this form. Advertisements should contain a home phone number, home address or both. Duty phone num-
bers will not appear in the ads.
Advertisements for private businesses or services providing a continuous source of income, such as baby-sitting or rental property, may
not appear in the Bargain Line. They may, however, be purchased through the Silver Wings publisher, 328-2424. Please fill out this
form completely. The Silver Wings staff reserves the right to edit ads as necessary.

Type of advertisement (circle one) Home          Transportation          Miscellaneous          Yard sales          Pets

Print advertisement

Name

Home Telephone #                                                Duty Telephone # 
(in case we need more information)

Please let us know what you think of the Silver Wings:
Are you happy with the Silver Wings?     Yes No 
What would you like to see more of in the newspaper?     News Sports Photos   Other
If you would like to give any other suggestions, please e-mail us at silverwings@columbus.af.mil.
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Airman 1st Class Cecilia Rodriguez
14th Flying Training Wing

In conjunction with local Air Force Sergeants
Association Chapter 651, Columbus AFB’s junior
enlisted corps recently combined efforts to form the
Airman Activity Program Committee.

About 20 Airmen interested in the AFSA sub-group
met for the first time Jan. 12 to learn more about the
initiative, its potential and future objectives from
Senior Airmen Karen Montgomery, 14th Comptroller
Squadron Accounting Liaison Technician and Airmen
Activity Coordinator.

“I’m interested in getting as many Airmen as possi-
ble to become part of this group and join me in being
the voice for the younger Airmen here at Columbus,”
Airman Montgomery said. “Because there is no exist-
ing forum for junior enlisted personnel here, our cur-
rent Airmen will be considered the ‘founding fathers’
for the Airmen’s program.”

Much like AFSA, the committee will promote
awareness of the activity on Capitol Hill. There,
Congress makes hundreds of decisions on issues such
as medical care, job security, salaries and other bene-
fits that affect everyone from four-year enlistees to
career Airmen.

The AACP will also serve as an outlet for grades E-
4 and below to up-channel problems, as well as com-
bine their efforts to benefit the community through a
variety of service projects.

“I’m looking for motivated volunteers to help make
this program a success,” Airman Montgomery said.

The next AAPC meeting is scheduled for 3:30 p.m.
Feb. 9 at the Services Complex. Agenda for the next
meeting will include planning various community
projects along with upcoming fundraisers and taking
nominations for the executive committee elections.

For more information or to become involved in the
committee, call Airman Montgomery at Ext. 2544.

Junior enlisted
corps band
together to
form first CAFB
Airmen’s group

U.S. Air Force Photo
Staff Sgt. Amba Meadows, 14th Mission Support Group, smiles for the camera alongside trainers from an
AK-47 training center at a deployed location in Southwest Asia. While deployed, Sergeant Meadows
received the opportunity to speak at one of the country’s national police graduations about the respon-
sibilities of a professional NCO and the importance of their continued training.

Friendly fire

DUI status
“Don’t Drink and Drive”

Last DUI: Oct. 28, 2005
Days since last DUI: 84
Unit: 14th Security Forces Squadron

Rose Lime
14th Services Division

Tops In Blue, the premiere enter-
tainment showcase of the Air Force,
will perform at 7 p.m. Jan. 31 at Rent
Auditorium, also known as
Whitfield Hall, located on the
Mississippi University for Women
campus. 

The 2005 edition of Tops In Blue,
entitled “…And The Beat Goes On,”
is an intricate mixture of music and
energetic beats from the sounds of
the 1940s to the music of today. In
this year’s show, Tops In Blue 2005
drums up their own rhythm in their
swinging nightclub, Club Bleu.
Performances include music from
performers like the Platters, Gladys
Knight and the Pips, Billy Joel,
Gloria Estafan, The Weather Girls
and many more. No Tops In Blue

show would be complete without
famous patriotic music, as they pay
tribute to all Air Force personnel
and their families who serve our
nation with pride and dedication.

Tops in Blue ’05 keeps more than
50 years of touring tradition by vis-
iting all bases throughout the
United States and more than 25 for-
eign countries. Their aggressive
tour schedule spans more than 120
locations and also includes enter-
taining forward-deployed troops in
various locations in Iraq, Qatar,
Afghanistan and Kuwait.

The Tops In Blue ’05 Tour is
proud to be sponsored by Coca-Cola
and AT&T. This is Coca-Cola’s sec-
ond year of financial support, while
AT&T has sponsored the Tops In
Blue program for 14 consecutive
years. The local sponsors are
Mississippi University for Women,

Commercial Dispatch, CableOne,
Cumulus, and the Army and Air
Force Exchange Service. Air Force
Services salutes Coca-Cola, AT&T
and all the local sponsors. As a
bonus, one lucky fan at each per-
formance will win a 550-unit AT&T
calling card.

Parking for the show is limited
and carpooling is highly encour-
aged. Base shuttle buses will be
available at the Columbus Club and
Services Complex parking lots. The
shuttle bus will begin boarding at
5:45 p.m. and depart Columbus AFB
at 6 p.m. for the MUW campus.
Pick-up will begin immediately after
the show at 9 p.m. and depart for the
base at 9:15 p.m.

For more information, call 434-
2504 or visit www.topsinblue.com

(Editor’s note: No federal endorse-
ment of sponsors is intended.)

‘Tops In Blue’ to rock CAFB Jan. 31
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Catholic
Sunday:
9:15 a.m. — Mass
10:30 a.m. — CCD
5 p.m. — Confessions
5:30 p.m. — SUPT Mass 
Tuesday: 
7 p.m. -- RCIA

Protestant
Sunday:
9 a.m. — Adult and children’s 
Sunday School
10:30 a.m. -- Contemporary service at
the services complex
10:45 a.m. — Traditional worship 
service at the chapel sanctuary
Monday:
7 p.m. — Bible study fellowship
Wednesday:
11:30 a.m. — Lunchtime study
5 p.m. — Pot luck supper  
6 p.m. — Video study

A Case for Kids
Pioneer Clubs

Thursday:
10 a.m. -- Ladies Bible Study
For information, call Ext. 2500.

(Editor’s note: All activities are offered at
the family support center unless otherwise spec-
ified. For more information about any of the
activities listed, call Ext. 2790.)

AFAS Grant
The Air Force Aid Society  just

increased the individual award amount
under its General Henry H. Arnold
Education Grant Program to $2,000!  The
program continues to be offered to
dependent sons and daughters of active
duty, Title 10 AGR/Reservists on extend-
ed active duty, Title 32 AGR performing
full-time active duty, retired, retired
Reservists with more than 20 qualifying
years of service, and deceased Air Force
members. Stateside residing spouses  of
active duty and Title 10 AGR/Reservists
on extended active duty; and surviving
spouses of deceased members are also eli-
gible candidates.  For more information or
an application, visit the Air Force Aid
Society’s web site at www.afas.org.

WIC
Representatives from Women, Infants &

Children visit Columbus AFB twice a

month. Active-duty military personnel
and family members who are pregnant or
have children younger than 5 years old
can make appointments to meet with a
WIC representative on base to deter-
mine eligibility and/or receive vouchers
for food supplements. Eligibility is based
on income and number of family mem-
bers. To make an appointment, call Ext.
2790.

Relocation assistance
A workshop on programs, services and

resources on relating will be held at
10 a.m. Tuesday. Discussions will include
preparing for moves, cultural adaptation
and community awareness.

Hearts Apart social
A social gathering for families of per-

sonnel deployed or remote for more than
30 days is at 5:30 p.m. Thursday. Infor-
mation, refreshments and prizes are pro-
vided.

Sponsorship training
A workshop designed for all unit

introduction monitors is at 9 a.m.
Jan. 31. Training includes the impor-
tance of effective sponsorship and

resources available for both sponsors and
newcomers.

Personal financial analysis
Individual financial counseling and a

financial analysis are available for those
planning to make a major financial deci-
sion, purchase a home or vehicle, or make
a lifestyle change.

Garbage collection in MFH 
Residents should include all garbage,

such as unusually large items, when put-
ting trash out for collection to minimize
the number of special pickups in military
family housing.  If any items are not
removed during pickup, then residents
should call to notify Customer Service at
434-2856.

COSC Scholarship 
The Columbus Officers’ Spouses’ Club

offers scholarships to graduating high
school seniors and continuing education
students.  Each applicant must be a
dependent of either an active duty,

retired, MIA, active duty reservist, or
deceased military member associated
with Columbus AFB. Application dead-
line is Jan. 30th. Applications can be
obtained at the Base Education Center,
Family Support Center, high school
guidance office or by calling Tanya
Marrazzo at 352-6574. 

Yard inspections
As a reminder, on random Wednesdays

of each month, squadron and group
commanders conduct yard inspections.
There are at least two inspections every
month, so residents are encouraged to
have yards in inspection order every
Wednesday at 7:30 a.m. The family hous-
ing brochure, Columbus AFB Pamphlet
32-6002, includes the inspection stan-
dards and is available at the housing
office. For more information, call the
office at Ext. 7276.

Trash cans
Trash pick-up is on Mondays for

Capitol Housing residents and on
Thursdays for Magnolia and State
Village residents. Residents with trash
or recycling receptacles left curb-side
later than noon the following day will be
ticketed by the housing office.

Chapel Schedule

Airman Alyssa Wallace
Youth ages 8 to 10 practice their lines for a short play on the life of Martin Luther King Jr. at the base youth center Jan. 13. 

Remembering the dream...

Family Support Center

Base Notes



Tinisha Agramonte
U.S. Air Force Academy 

U.S. AIR FORCE ACADEMY, Colo.
— January marks the start of the New
Year as well as the celebration of Martin
Luther King Jr. Day.

Today, we recognize the ever-changing
demographics in our country, schools and
work areas. These changes have influ-
enced the way we relate to one another
and how we do business.

In recent years, managing diversity
has become a business imperative.
Senior Air Force leaders have stated
that the service’s capability to function

as a team and accomplish its mission
depends on respecting diversity.

Brig. Gen. Dana H. Born, academy dean
of the faculty, supported the same view
during a recent symposium at the Women
in Military Service for America Memorial.

“Without integrity and mutual respect,
we simply aren’t a team,” General Born
said. “And that’s the heart of our philoso-
phy of officer development at the Academy
and Airmen development in our Air Force
doctrine.”

The Rev. King espoused the message of
diversity management before the term
became widely used. His work, words and
legacy embody not only diversity princi-

ples, but also the Air Force core values.
He spoke of the three major pillars that

form the foundation for diversity manage-
ment – the legal case, the moral case and
the business case. When advocating legal
rights and equitable treatment through
various marches, protests and boycotts, he
didn’t champion one racial, religious, age or
gender group, but rather all people.

He said, “I have a dream: that one day
this nation will rise up and live out the true
meaning of its creed — we hold these
truths to be self-evident that all men are
created equal.”

His actions led to laws that protect the
rights of all and in doing so, benefit others.
Many people are thankful they are able to
maneuver strollers and luggage on curbs
and ramps created by law to allow equal
accessibility to those in wheelchairs.

He dreamed of a time when people
would feel compelled morally to treat peo-
ple equitably:

“I have a dream that my four little chil-
dren will one day live in a nation where
they will not be judged by the color of
their skin, but by the content of their char-
acter.”

He demonstrated the adverse economical
consequences businesses can suffer when
inequities are permitted; the Montgomery
bus boycott crippled that city’s and
Alabama’s economy as a whole.

More pertinent to Airmen are the rela-
tion of his words to the Air Force core val-
ues.

Integrity First — “Cowardice asks the

question — is it safe? Expediency asks the
question — is it politic? Vanity asks the
question — is it popular? But conscience
asks the question — is it right? And there
comes a time when one must take a posi-
tion that is neither safe, nor politic, nor
popular; but one must take it because it is
right.”

Service Before Self — “Life’s most per-
sistent and urgent question is: ‘What are
you doing for others?’”

Excellence in All We Do — “Everyone
can be great, because everyone can serve.
You don’t have to have a college degree to
serve. You don’t have to make your subject
and verb agree to serve. You only need a
heart full of grace. A soul generated by
love.”

His work has left an indelible mark on
America’s history. However, his story is not
the only one.

The purpose of ethnic observances is to
shed light and celebrate the accomplish-
ments and contributions of a diverse group
of Americans who helped shape America.
The Air Force’s ability to maintain air and
space dominance will rely heavily on its
ability to recruit and retain the best and
the brightest.

That ability is enhanced when people
perceive that equitable treatment, human
dignity and respect extend to all. The sto-
ries shared and lessons learned from those
who exhibit the core values we strive to
live by, make the observances  relevant and
serve as reminders of what is required to
achieve mission success.
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All servicemembers share recruiting responsibilities
Lt. Col. Alessandra Stokstad

14th Mission Support
Squadron

The Air Force is not a job —
it’s a way of life, and I love it! I
really don’t think the opportunity
can be beat. It is our responsibili-
ty as servicemembers to spread
the Air Force way of life and be
ambassadors where ever we go.
We need to help the recruiters,
who are only one or two Air Force members strategically
placed throughout the United States and overseas to
process civilians into the service by always looking for
that next recruit.

We are our own best advocates for recruiting. Word of
mouth is a powerful tool. The Air Force is an outstanding
profession that offers incredible opportunities.  

On Jan. 3, my husband and I had the good fortune of
pinning on the rank of Lieutenant Colonel. This was
undoubtedly a rewarding experience for both of us. In his
opening remarks, our wing commander said how rare it is

to have a husband and wife promoted to the same rank …
on the same day. This experience was also special because
my parents flew in all the way from Vicenza, Italy, to be a
part of promotion ceremony. They pinned the new rank
on myself as well as my husband, which made the whole
experience that much more memorable.   

What a day!  I can’t say enough about how special it’s
been for both my husband and I to serve in the Air Force.
Over the past 16 years, we’ve gone through a lot to get to
this point. Along the way we have asked ourselves, “Do we
want to continue to serve or get out?” After weighing all
our options, the answer was always a resounding, “Yes, we
want to continue to serve.” There have certainly been
tough times, but the rewarding aspects have kept us going. 

I get up in the morning with a sense of purpose, know-
ing we are working to defend our country, the people, our
families. I am a leader; I am part of a team; and together
we are the most powerful Air Force in the world. Yes, it
sometime means long hours, hard work, short nights,
deployments and separation from our families. 

But what worthwhile job doesn’t have its demands? It
keeps life challenging, it allows you to experience adven-
ture and excitement. It’s about being able to live and expe-

rience other countries with your kids, experience great
communities, have educational opportunities, make
lifelong friends and learn how to be a leader. Take the
time to talk to people about the Air Force. I know my
husband would not have joined if I had not spoken to
him about it in college. Sure, there are tough and chal-
lenging times, dealing with the demands of service;
but I challenge you to find a job in the civilian sector
that doesn’t have its share of demands. 

I don’t know what is right for you or your family,
but in my experience, it’s hard to beat the Air Force
way of life. When talking to my young troops, I try to
stress that the Air Force is fulfilling in a way that no
other profession could be, and the Air Force needs
bright troops such as them today more than ever! 

Take the time to share your Air Force experiences
so others have a chance to learn about the service,
what we do and what we stand for; maybe they will
consider the opportunity. 

Enthusiasm is contagious. We as a family know that
the Air Force is where we belong now.  Recruiting
isn’t just for Air Force recruiters. 

Is Martin Luther King Jr.’s message relevant today?

Courtesy photo
Then-President Ronald Reagan signs the bill commemorating Martin Luther King Jr.'s birth-
day as a national holiday on Nov. 2, 1983 in the White House rose garden. 

Football Frenzy and confer-
ence championship: The club
invites all football fans to the
enlisted lounge to watch the
wild card weekend games
Sunday  at 1 p.m. and  4:30 p.m.
with door prizes, game day
snacks and a chance to win a
recliner from No Place Like
Home. 

The divisional playoffs are
Sunday, and a Super Bowl party
will be held Feb. 5. Two club
members will walk away from
the Super Bowl party with a
voucher for $275 in National
Football League merchandise
from www.nfl.com. For more
information, call Ext. 2490. 

Crafts classes: The arts and
crafts center’s upcoming crafts
classes feature seasonal projects. 

Adult classes are at 10:30 a.m.,
2:30 p.m. and 6:30 p.m. Tues-
days. Upcoming classes include
a winter block shelf, a best
friends door hanging, a chilly
charmer snowman for windowsills
and a cloth covered heart box. 

The youth classes are offered
Wednesdays at 11:30 a.m.,
2:30 p.m. and 4:30 p.m. Upcoming
classes include a block snow-
man, a door hanging and an ivy
bowl snowman.A display of all
projects is available in the arts
and crafts lobby.  Participants
must register at least four days
prior to the class date. For more
information, call Ext. 7836.

Tops In Blue: The premiere
entertainment showcase of the
United States Air Force will per-
form on Jan. 31 in the
Mississippi University for Wo-
men’s Rent Auditorium. This
year’s edition of Tops In Blue
entitled “...And The Beat Goes
On” is an intricate mixture of
music, energetic beats and the
sounds of the 1940s to the
music of today.  Through the
use of technology, Tops In Blue
will present a performance
showcasing hits with their own
special spin.  For more informa-
tion, call Ext. 2504.

Lunch buffets: The Columbus
Club offers an all-you-can eat
lunch buffet from  11 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Tuesday through Friday. Tues-
day’s menu is a super potato and

soup bar with fried catfish.
Wednesday’s menu features a
southern comfort buffet with
fried chicken, smoked brisket
and cobbler. Thursday is the
backyard barbecue, and a bonsai
buffet with teriyaki chicken, beef
vegetable stir fry, fried rice and
egg rolls will be served on and
Friday. Cost is $5.50 per person
and includes iced tea or lemon-
ade. For more information call,
Ext. 2490. 

Paintball birthday parties:
The paintball field can be
reserved for birthday celebra-
tions, grudge matches or organi-
zational play. Cost for groups of
10 or more is $15 per person.
Groups with less than 10 people
must pay $20 per person. Cost
includes range fee, marker,
mask, body armor, carbon diox-
ide and 200 paintballs. For more
information, call Ext. 2507. 

Daily Grind open Saturdays:
The fitness center coffee shop,
The Daily Grind, will be open
from 6 a.m. to 4 p.m. Monday
through Friday and from 8 a.m.
to noon Saturday. A free espres-
so will be given after the pur-
chase of nine espressos. For
more information, call Ext.
2772.

Mongolian barbecue: The
Columbus Club offers a dinner
from 5 p.m. to 8 p.m. Feb. 3.
Cost for members is 50-cents
per ounce for all meat and veg-
etables selected. Nonmembers
pay $3 more on the total cost of
their meal. A children’s menu is
also available. For more infor-
mation, call Ext. 2490.

Champagne Sunday brunch:
The Columbus Club offers break-
fast and lunch during its all-you-
can-eat brunch from  10 a.m. to
1 p.m. Jan. 29. Cost is $9.95 for
members and $12.95 for non-
members; $5 for members ages
6 to 12; $7 for children of non-
members; ages 5 and younger
eat free. The menu includes mar-
inated chicken breast, lasagna,
baked fish, carved ham, tossed
salad with assorted dressings,
fruit tray, mashed potatoes and
gravy, rice pilaf, rolls, and buffet,
green beans almondine, balsamic

grilled vegetables, California
blend vegetables, omelet and waf-
fle station, crisp bacon, sausage
gravy, buttermilk biscuits, assort-
ed homemade desserts and cham-
pagne. For more information call
Ext. 2490.

Memphis Grizzlies honor mil-
itary families: Military families
may enter a drawing for the
oppurtunity to attend a 2005-2006
Memphis Grizzlies home game by
picking up an application at the
information, ticket and travel
office. The winner will receive
passes to a game for up to 10 fam-
ily members, two parking passes
and a $10 concessions voucher per
person. The servicemember must
have been deployed to the Middle
East during the last four years for
a period of no less than six
months as a member of the U.S.
armed forces. Eligible applications
will remain in the drawing for
every home game so families only
need apply one time. The Grizzlies
Foundation staff will give win-
ning  families at least one week’s
notice before the game to coordi-

nate plans to attend. Call Ext.
7861. 

Quick shot bingo: The club
offers this new program  Tuesday
during lunch at the Columbus
Club, Boss and Buddy nights  and
from 5 p.m. to 6 p.m. Fridays at the
Enlisted Lounge. Cost is $1 per
card and pays from $3 to $1,000
for winning combinations. Call
Ext. 2490.

Self help car wash: There is a
self-help car wash located behind
the youth center on Ninth Street.
Cost is $1 for 5 minutes.
Customers may add a quarter for
each additional minute before the
time ends for an extended wash.
Call Ext. 7842.

Boss and buddy night: The
Columbus Club offers an all-ranks
boss and buddy night from 4 p.m.
to 8 p.m. Thursdays in the
Landing Lounge. A free taco bar is
available for club members and
nonmembers pay $2.95. Wings
are 25-cents each for club mem-
bers and 50-cents for nonmembers

from 4 p.m. to 7 p.m. Beverage
specials are also available. For
more information call, Ext. 2490.

New bowling system: The
bowling center has a new scoring
system with animation graphics
and special bowling games such as
lucky draw, tic-tac-toe and much
more. For more inormation, call
Ext. 2426.

Bowling birthday party pack-
age: The bowling center offers
birthday party packages for
Saturdays and Sundays with a
reserved seating area, a pitcher of
soda for every four children, one 8-
inch pizza for every two children,
plates, utensils, napkins, an hour of
bowling with six children per lane
and free shoe rental. Cost is $10
per child. For more information or
reservations, call Ext. 2426.

Story time readers needed:
The base library needs readers
for this 30-minute program every
Wednesday at 10 a.m. If you
would like to read to children call
the library at Ext. 2934.
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Pam Wickham
Service technician Paul Mitchell works on a car at the base auto hobby shop. The auto hobby
shop offers an oil change and tire rotation for $25 until Jan. 31.  Tire balancing can be added
for $15. Pick up and delivery is also available. Call Ext. 7842 for an appointment. 

Skilled service
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Twenty-one officers have prevailed during a year of training, earning the
right to be an Air Force pilot.

Specialized Undergraduate Pilot Training
Class 05-04 graduates at 10 a.m. today during a
ceremony at the theater.

The graduation speaker is Col. Dale  Shoupe,
Air War College vice-commandant at Maxwell
AFB, Ala. Colonel Shoupe is a senior navigator
with over 1,600 flying hours, including 65 com-
bat hours and 1,200 hours in the F-4G Wild
Weasel.

Students receive their silver pilot’s wings at
the ceremony, and students who excelled in their
respective training tracks are recognized.

Capt. Timothy Bobinski, T-38, and 1st Lt.
Paul Calhoun, T-1 received the Air Education
and Training Command Commander’s Trophy
for being the most outstanding students overall
in their classes. 

The Air Force Association Award was pre-
sented to 2nd Lt. Michael Klotz, T-38, and 2nd
Lt. Brian MacLean, T-1. The award is present-
ed to a graduate in each flight who excelled in
training and typified the tenets of the association — promoting
aerospace power and a strong national defense. 

Captain Bobinski and Lieutenant Calhoun were named distinguished grad-
uates.

The 52-week pilot training program begins with a six-week preflight
phase of academics and physiological training to prepare students for flight.

The second phase, primary training, is conducted in the twin-engine, sub-
sonic T-37 Tweet. Some complete this phase in the single-engine, turboprop

T-6A Texan 2 at Moody AFB, Ga. Students learn aircraft flight characteris-
tics, emergency procedures, takeoff and landing procedures, aerobatics and

formation flying. Students also practice night,
instrument and cross country navigation flying. 

Primary training takes about 23 weeks and
includes 254.4 hours of ground training, 27.3
hours in the flight simulator and 89 flying
hours. 

After primary training, students select, by
order of merit, advanced training in the fight-
er-bomber or airlift-tanker track. 

Both tracks are designed to best train pilots
for successful transition to their follow-on air-
craft and mission.

Advanced training for the fighter track is
done in the T-38 Talon, a tandem-seat, twin-
engine supersonic jet. T-38 training emphasizes
formation, advanced aerobatics and navigation.
Training takes about 26 weeks and includes 381
hours of ground events, 31.6 hours in the flight
simulator and 118.7 flying hours. 

The airlift-tanker track uses the T-1A
Jayhawk, the military version of a multi-place

business jet. 
Instruction centers on crew coordination and management, instrument train-

ing, cross-country flying and simulated refueling and airdrop missions.
Training takes about 26 weeks and includes 185 hours of ground training, 43
hours in the flight simulator and 104 flying hours. 

The class reunites on graduation day, when students receive the aeronautical
rating of pilot and begin their careers as U.S. Air Force pilots. (Editor’s  note: The
class’s pilot partners are Service Master and Mississippi State University for Women.)

Capt. John Varilek
Culbertson, Nev.
B-52, Barksdale AFB, La.

Capt. Timothy Bobinski
South Milwaukee, Wis.
F-15C, Tyndall AFB, Fla.

1st Lt. Paul Calhoun
Columbus, Ohio
C-17, Charleston AFB, S.C.

2nd Lt. Jeffrey Andersen
Marietta, Ga.
C-5, Travis AFB, Calif.

2nd Lt. Richard King
Turner, Maine
KC-135, Bangor AFB, Maine

2nd Lt. Michael Klotz
St. Louis, Mo.
T-37, Columbus AFB, Miss.

2nd Lt. Brian MacLean
Laguna Beach, Calif.
KC-10, Travis AFB, Calif.

2nd Lt. Max Gordon
Snoqualmie, Wash.
KC-135, Grand Forks AFB,

2nd Lt. Earl Carter
Clinton, Miss.
C-17, Jackson AFB, Miss.

2nd Lt. Casey Chronister
Yakima, Wash.
C-21, Wright-Patterson AFB, Ohio

2nd Lt. Nicholas Gandolf
Waupun, Wis.
KC-135, Fairchild AFB, Wash.

2nd Lt. Charles Maddox
Elba, Ala.
C-17, McChord AFB, Wash.

2nd Lt. Marcus McGinn
Schroon Lake, N.Y.
T-38, Columbus AFB, Miss.

2nd Lt. Ethan Sabin
Palos Verdes, Calif.
A-10, Davis-Monthan AFB, Ariz.

2nd Lt. Stephen Slaughter
Winona Lake, Ind.
KC-135, Grand Forks AFB, N.D.

SUPT Class 06-04
earns silver wings

2nd Lt. Clifford Taylor
Alexandria, Va.
F-16,  Andrews AFB, Md.

2nd Lt. Matthew Valentino
Delmar, N.Y.
Niagara Falls, N.Y.

T-38C TalonT-1A Jayhawk

2nd Lt. Lia Ayoob
Johnson City, Tenn.
C-17, Charleston AFB, S.C.

2nd Lt. Paul Brehm
Madison, Wis.
F-16, Luke AFB, Ariz.

2nd Lt. Nathan Heath
Hettinger, N.D.
C-17, McChord AFB, Wash.

2nd Lt. Cory Henwood
Lancaster, Calif.
T-1, Columbus AFB, Miss.


